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the young lady to defer marriage until he should have spent several years abroad. This diplomatic appointment would enable him to realize his dream in an almost ideal way. Tie debated long and anxiously whether he should go or not. After three days of waiting, the messenger who brought word of his appointment returned to Congress with this answer: "It would arsrue great insensibility in me could I receive with indifference
o      o                          -•
so confidential an appointment from your body. My thanks are a poor return for the partiality they have been pleased to entertain for me. No cares for my own person nor yet for my private affairs would have induced one moment's hesitation to accept the charge. But circumstances very peculiar to the situation of my family, such as neither permit me to leave or to carry it, compel me to ask leave to decline a service so honorable, and at the same time, so< important to the American cause."
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